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President’s Message

The "hot" topic in many states, including California these days is privatization of state hatcheries. The
reason is fairly simple. Tax dollars are needed for other issues deemed more important by state
lawmakers, but everyone recognizes the need to grow fish in hatcheries for stocking lakes and streams,
and in some cases maintaining a population of native species. So the question becomes, "How can the
state make fish available, and maintain the cash stream from license sales, without being in the
hatchery business?" Simple answer, privatize. Turn the business of raising fish over to the private
sector. But how fair is that? Who, in the private sector, should be available for this windfall? That's
the question that lawmakers are pondering. The state has huge investments in their hatcheries and are
not willing to let go without some assurance that their goals in the entire state will be met. They view
the private sector response as local, and an attempt to acquire prize hatcheries without the need for
investment. So, what's the answer?

Meaningful dialogue. Ihave had many conversations with various "assistants-to" in this state, and up
to this time, no one has been able to move from the basic premise, which is that privatization seems to
be a good idea. There is one overriding impression that comes through in every conversation, and that
is one of mistrust based on the greed factor. What the lawmakers are hearing is the private growers'
stated desire to acquire a market and hatchery when what they want to hear is that the private sector
will take over the production of fish for them and maintain their goals. Why this message? Because
the private growers are acting alone, on an individual basis, and this individual approach is what gives
the state the impression that it is personal ambition, and not concern for state production, that is driving
the private sector. It is my goal, both as a producer and as President of USTFA to develop a
meaningful dialogue with the State of California to address this issue in a manner that will prove
beneficial to both sectors. And as President of USTFA, I will gladly involve myself in these issues in
your state if you feel it will be helpful. Privatization could represent a real opportunity for expansion
of production in the private sector, with a positive impact on your state. It is my impression that in
order to do this, we will need to first address the needs of the state, and then our own. If you wish, you
can contact me through the USTFA office at <ustfa@frontiernet.net>.

Sincerely,
Robert Nahodil




NATIONAL

Aquaculture

ASSOCIATION

News
Dr. Randy MacMillan

USDA National Animal Identification System

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), State agencies and industry are developing a
national program intended to identify specific animals in the United States and record their
movement over their lifespans. The purpose is to enable 48-hour traceback of the
movements of any diseased or exposed animal. The result is that this will help ensure rapid
disease containment and maximum protection of US animals. Fish will be identified by lot
and not individual animal. It is probable that comments requesting a delay for aquatic
species will be formulated by the National Aquaculture Association in order to hold regional
meetings for discussion. Access the draft plan at <http://www.usda.gov/nais>. The deadline
for comment is July 25.

USDA National Organic Program

The following have been named to the National Organic Program’s Aquatic Animal Task
Force Aquaculture Working Group: Sebastian Belle, Maine Aquaculture Association; Ralph
Elston, PhD, AquaTechnics; Ron Hardy, PhD, Aquaculture Research Center; George
Lockwood, Industry Consultant; Christopher Nelson, Bon Secour Fisheries; Albert Tacon,
PhD, Aquatic Farms Ltd.; Robert Bullis, DVM, Advanced Bionutrition Corp.; Rebecca
Goldburg, PhD, Environmental Defense; John Hargreaves, PhD, LA State University;
Robert Mayo, Carolina Classsics Catfish, Inc.; Bart Reid, Permian Sea Shrimp Co.;
Kwamena Quagrainie, PhD, University of AR.

National Invasive Species Act

The following issue update was provided by Diane Cooper of Taylor Shellfish who
represents NAA on the National Invasive Species Council.

The NISC was formed by Executive Order (President Clinton) to provide coordination and
cooperation between Federal Department and Agencies on invasive species issues and is co-
chaired by the Secretaries of Interior, Commerce and Agriculture. For additional background
and membership for both ISAC and NISC you can go to www.invasivespecies.gov

President Clinton’s Executive Order required the development of a National Management
Plan (NMP) as well as its periodic update. The NMP focused on several elements of
invasive species management including prevention, control, education and public outreach,
leadership and coordination, research, early detection and rapid response, international
cooperation, restoration, and information management. For each of these elements, ISAC
has a subcommittee that has been working on various revision and implementation
issues. For NMP details, or to view the full text, visit the above website.


http://www.usda.gov/nais
http://www.invasivespecies.gov

One of the issues repeatedly raised is the problem with terminology. Unclear and ambiguous
terminology can make for bad policy. While some ambiguity may be needed to allow for State
and local flexibility, there are many problems with invasive species terminology. Often, even
in scientific literature, “invasive,” “exotic,” “nonnative,” “alien,” and “introduced” are all used
interchangeably. At last update we had declared this an issue for the full Council to

consider. Our white paper should be completed this summer. The paper will discuss the
problem, the terms at issue and their federal definitions, and perhaps more importantly, the
paper will discuss appropriate term usage.
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The reauthorization of the National Invasive Species Act (NISA), 1996, initially introduced in
2003 as the National Aquatic Invasive Species Act, (NAISA) is now being considered in
Congress once again. It primarily focuses on ballast water issues. However, it does contain a
federal screening proposal for the introduction of new species into the US (exempting species
“in trade” between 1990 and 2002). Many within the industry continue to follow the progress
of this legislation and provide comments as needed.

The NISC has, over the last few biennia, developed a Cross-cut Performance-based Budget for
implementing portions and/or programs identified in the National Management Plan. The cross
-cut budget process provides for coordination (“cross-cut”) between various Federal agencies
that have purview over common invasive species issues. In the budget summary (FY2006)
Asian Carp control and management is identified as one of the common Federal initiatives. The
focus is on prevention into the Great Lakes through technology and identification of biological
vulnerabilities.

Aquaculture America 2006

The NAA arranges the producer sessions for the Aquaculture America Conferences Steering
Committee. To-date there are 21 committed producer sessions for the Las Vegas conference to
be held February 13-16. If anyone has an idea for one, please contact the NAA office at
<naa@frontiernet.net> call 304/728-2167 or fax 304/728-2196.

National Aquatic Animal Health Program

NAA attends meetings on the national aquatic animal health program and works on making
sure that there is industry representation by providing the contact names, etc. of expertise in the
industry.

NASS Survey

NAA met with the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Administrator to discuss a
funding initiative for aquaculture surveys. The NASS Administrator approved of the initiative
and it has been submitted to the USDA Department level.

Aquaculture was on a general listing of many commodities and industries requesting additional
surveys and statistical services. Only a few were selected to be forwarded to the Secretary and
aquaculture was one of them.



Dear USTFA Member:
/

Aquaculture producers face numerous production risks throughout the year. The National Risk Management
Feasibility Program for Aquaculture (NRMFPA) is investigating the feasibility of developing instruments—
including insurance—to reduce farm-level production risks for producers of catfish, salmon, trout, and baitfish.

If you produce trout you can assist in this effort. A National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) enumerator
may contact you in July or August. The NRMFPA, in collaboration with NASS, is conducting a survey to collect
risk-related information. We request your participation in this survey since it will be one of the only methods the
NRMFPA has to collect data for evaluating the feasibility of insurance and/or other risk protection products for the
U.S. aquaculture industry.

For more information about the NRMFPA, please review the article below. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

The NRMFPA Group

Nationwide Survey to Explore Risk Protection for Trout Producers

Fish diseases, interruption in water flow, floods, drought, earthquakes, predators, and volcanoes are perils of
significant economic concern to trout production. The risk of losing fish from several of the above perils can be
reduced through a combination of farm management practices but none of these perils can be completely
prevented. They expose trout producers to the possibility of unexpected production losses and potential financial
losses.

The National Risk Management Feasibility Program for Aquaculture (NRMFPA) was created in 2001 as a
partnership program between the USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) and Mississippi State University to
investigate the feasibility of developing risk-reducing products such as peril specific production loss insurance for
the trout and several other aquaculture industries. To accomplish this goal the NRMFPA must collect frequency
and magnitude of production loss events on a farm level. In addition, key elements such as risk classification
factors must be identified. Specific historical information on loss events and risk management practices do not
exist for the trout aquaculture industry, which present challenges.

The NRMFPA, in collaboration with the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), is conducting a U.S.
Trout Farmers Association-endorsed survey concerning risks facing trout producers. Over 500 trout producers will
be contacted during the summer of 2005 and asked to report on historical production losses, anticipated future
losses, and other subjects essential to developing a sound, appropriate insurance policy. These surveys will serve as
a key component in determining if production insurance for trout reared in raceways can be offered through the
RMA. In addition, the results from the survey will identify practices that reduce the risk of losses on a farm, which
will immediately benefit the entire trout production industry.

For more information about the NRMFPA and the USDA Risk Management Agency please access their respective
websites at: http://www.agecon.msstate.edu/Aquaculture/ and http://www.rma.usda.gov/. If you have any question
regarding the NRMFPA or the survey please contact Terry Hanson, hanson@agecon.msstate.edu or Steve Sempier,
sempier@agecon.msstate.edu, National Risk Management Feasibility Program for Aquaculture, Mississippi State
University, Department of Agricultural Economics.



http://www.agecon.msstate.edu/Aquaculture/
http://www.rma.usda.gov/
mailto:hanson@agecon.msstate.edu
mailto:sempier@agecon.msstate.edu
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AG RESEARCH SEES INCREASED SUPPORT

Senate committee expands agricultural research and development in Idaho

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A number of agriculture-related projects for Idaho were approved today
by a Senate subcommittee. The Senate Appropriations Committee’s Subcommittee on Agriculture,
Rural Development, and Related Agencies passed its fiscal year 2006 bill.

Idaho Senator Larry Craig, who serves on the Subcommittee, announced the support for several
projects important to Idaho. He stated, A Thi s bi | | is vital to our far mer
crops and conserve and manage the land under their care. As consumers, ldahoans and all
Americans benefit from improved food at the store and a healthier economy. Overall, this bill
represents fiscally-r e sponsi bl e support for agriculture and o

While start-up projects are rare in this bill, the following new Idaho projects are included:

Billingsley Creek Aquaculture Facility Construction ($1 million) -- Facilities for
spawning, incubation, and rearing of multiple families of rainbow trout at Billingsley
Creek, part of the University of Idaho’s Hagerman Fish Culture Experiment

Station. This is the first installment.

CSI Irrigation Pumps and Water Conservation ($250,000) i Surface-water irrigation
for the College of Southern Idaho campus.

Barley for Rural Development ($735,000) T Partnership with Montana State

University to develop specialty varieties of barley for use in human diet and animal
feed.

A number of existing projects received ongoing or increased support, including: Aquaculture
Research Initiatives; Aquaculture Growth, Development, and Nutrition; National Small Grains
Germplasm Facility; Sugar Beet Research; Brucellosis Eradication; Northwest Center for Small Fruits
Research; Tri-State Predator Control; Potato Breeding Research; Cool Season Food Legume Research;
Potato Variety Development; Improving Safety and Shelf-life of [daho Commodities; Nez Perce Bio-
Control Weeds Program; Idaho One-Plan; Northwest Wood Utilization Research; Grass Seed Cropping
Systems; Solutions to Economic and Environmental Problems (STEEP); Jointed Goatgrass Research;
Canola Research; Regional Barley Genome Mapping; Grain Legume Research; Great Basin Rangeland
Project; and Yellow Star Thistle Research.

As members of their respective Appropriations Committees, Senator Craig and Idaho
Representative Mike Simpson cooperate to ensure federal spending is restrained, tax dollars are
appropriately spent, and that high-priority Idaho projects are included. Passage of this bill by the
Subcommittee marks the first, but most important, step in the Senate’s process. The differences between
the House and Senate bills will be ironed out in a conference committee. The House passed its bill on
June 8, 2005.

Detailed descriptions for each project are available on Senator Craig’s website. For more
information on the Appropriations process, please read Senator Craig’s Appropriations Process Issue
Brief.



http://craig.senate.gov/releases/pr062105a.htm
http://craig.senate.gov/i_approps.htm
http://craig.senate.gov/i_approps.htm

U.S. Trout Farmers

Mid-Year Conference
September 15-17, 2005

Holiday Inn Select
San Diego, CA

Holiday Inn Select 619/291-5720 (Toll Free 800/433-
2131) is the site for the US Trout Farmers Association
mid-year meeting. The Holiday Inn Select is located in
the heart of San Diego, Mission Valley at 595 Hotel
Circle South and 5 miles from the San Diego International
Airport. Special room rates available to USTFA
conference attendees are $85. There will be a trade show
and informative sessions you won’t want to miss. We
hope to see you there! Look inside this issue for a
registration form and tentative presentations listing.

US Trout Farmers Association
Board of Directors

President: Robert Nahodil, CA
Past-President & Chair: Dr. Jeff Hinshaw, NC
Treasurer: Marvin Emerson, MO
Secretary: David Brock, ID
Directors:

John Bechtel, OH

Charlie Conklin, PA

Kay Hardy, ID

Bob Pritts, PA

Leo Ray, ID

Jerry Zinn, ID

NASAC Advisor: Debra Sloan, NC
Staff: Mary Lee, WV

New Report Released on Safety and Nutritional Value of Wild and Farmed Fish
Information Provided by Gary Fornshell, University of Idaho Extension

A new report from the European Food Safety Authority that provides a great deal of information about the safety and
nutritional value of wild and farmed fish. Their conclusion is that there are no consistent differences between wild
and farmed fish in terms of safety and nutritional value. To access the report, visit

http://www.efsa.eu.int/science/contam/contam_opinions/1007 _en.html

United States
Trout Farmers
Association

111 W Washington St Ste 1
Charles Town WV 25414

Visit our website: www.ustfa.org
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