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Presidentõs Message 
 

The year 2008 is winding down and what a busy year it has been.  It has been a difficult year for 

many, but our industry continues to survive.  Feed and fuel costs have definitely cut into our profit 

margins, but thankfully fuel costs are finally starting to drop a bit.  The long Presidential Cam-

paign is finally over and a new president is soon to be in office.  Good or bad only time will tell, but 

we have to be positive and keep our heads up and continue business as usual.  

 

Our industry has had to deal with some critical issues this year, particularly the Viral Hemor-

rhagic Septicemia (VHS) issue in the Great Lakes region.  This issue was a hot topic of discussion 

in our meetings that were held in Wisconsin in September.  The US Dept. of Agricultureõs Animal 

and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA/APHIS) was in the process of implementing a contro-

versial interim rule (IR) regarding the movement of live fish susceptible to VHS.  This IR as writ-

ten would have had a significant impact financially, as well as being labor intensive, on the indus-

try in the Great Lakes region, and may have set precedence in other regions.  The IR was pub-

lished in the Federal Register on Sept. 9 and was scheduled to be implemented Nov. 10.  The NAA, 

USTFA, and many individual fish farmers responded in opposition to the IR (see the USTFA letter 

elsewhere in TT). I would like to thank the NAA for their role in helping coordinate concerns of the 

industry and working with USDA/APHIS on this critical issue.  With all our efforts, the IR imple-

mentation has been delayed until Jan. 9, 2009.  We can only hope that our concerns will be evalu-

ated and changes made that our industry can ultimately live with.  I would encourage all of you to 

refer to comments made by Dr. Randy MacMillan, President of NAA, in regards to recommended 

changes to the IR.  These comments can be found in Fish Farming News, Volume 15, Issue 5, 2008.  

 

I would like to share an article with you that I obtained from Linda Lemmon, who is the Executive 

Secretary of the Idaho Aquaculture Association.  It discusses the Idaho Invasive Species Rule.  
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