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President’s Message 
 

First, I would like to extend a big thank you to all the members and their guests 

who attended our 50th Anniversary Celebration in Twin Falls.  Everyone who 

attended had a wonderful time, with plenty of entertainment and great 

presentations.  The weather was good, the hotel very accommodating, and good 

restaurants too!  The banquet was spectacular with the return of the Ugly Farmer 

Award, which went to Charlie Conklin, after a rousing show put on by the master 

himself, Bob Blankenship from Cherokee, North Carolina.  Bob, having retired 

from trout farming,  handed over the future task of determining the Ugliest Trout 

Farmer to Jerry Zinn of Buhl, Idaho.  The only problem is this......how do we top 

this one? 

  

Well, the national election is over, and I hope your candidate won.  With the 

return of President Bush, we will be dealing with most of the staffers that were 

previously in place, allowing us the advantage of knowing "where they're coming 

from" within the bureaucracy.  Legislation continues to skew to more and more 

control of farming and environmental groups continue to find new issues to 

explore, none of which ever seem to be to our advantage.  Of course, that's one of 

the best reasons to belong to the USTFA.  We're well represented on a local and 

national level and for the most part, we seem to be either in step, or when we can 

manage it, one step ahead.  If you're concerned about any particular issue, look us 

up on the internet at <www.ustfa.org> to see if we're doing anything on that 

issue.  If not, write, call or e-mail and we'll make it a point to investigate to the 

best of our ability. 

  

Our next meeting is in New Orleans, January 17-21, 2005.  This will be an 

important meeting with some special presentations that would not normally be 

available to you.  We're hoping to have a great turn out.  I'll bet  we can find a 

Cajun place that does a great trout, or at least we're going to try.  Hope to see you 

there. 

 
Sincerely, 

Robert Nahodil 



In the News 
 

Aquatic Animal Drug Approval Partnership Program, a new branch of the Division of the 

National Fish Hatchery System of the US Fish & Wildlife Service, was established in 

August of 2003.  Tom Bell and Miranda Dotson have joined the staff to enhance the 

leadership and coordination roles in gaining new drug approvals for aquatic species.  The 

program is an enhancement of the National INAD Office and the mission is to work with 

partners to conserve, protect and enhance the Nation’s fishery resources by coordinating 

activities to obtain US FDA approval for drugs, chemicals and therapeutants needed in 

aquaculture.  For more information visit <http://fisheries.fws.gov/aadap>   

 

The Aquaculture Communications Group <http://www.aquacomgroup.com> features 

information on Industry News; Announcements; Employment; Education; Science & 

Technology; Statistics; Multimedia; Events; Services and Tours as well as ACG discussion 

forums.   

 

NAA News 
Dr. Randy MacMillan 

 
Interim Final Rule for COOL 
  

The USDA-AMS has posted numerous new documents and information pertinent to the 

Interim Final Rule for Country of Origin Labeling that will cover wild or farm-raised fish 

and shellfish at: http://www.ams.usda.gov/cool/   

  

There are several key points to know at this time: 

- regulation applies to retail sales beginning September 30, 2004 for wild and farm-raised 

fish and shellfish 

- rule is effective six months following the date of publication - April 5, 2005 

- during the 6 months after the effective date of April 5, 2005, AMS will focus on industry 

education and outreach 

- requirements do not apply to frozen fish or shellfish caught or harvested before December 

6, 2004 

- only retailers defined as any person licensed as a retailer under the Perishable Agricultural 

Commodities Act (PACA) are required to label products; USDA will identify retailers 

through their PACA licenses 

- food service establishments are exempt including those within retail establishments (e.g., 

delis and salad bars) 

- approximately 37,000 stores will be required to label products; butcher shops, fish markets, 

and exporters are excluded. 

- for United States country of origin label - farm-raised product must be derived exclusively 

from fish or shellfish hatched, raised, harvested, and processed in the U.S. and not 

undergone a substantial transformation outside of the United States. 



U.S. Trout Farmers Trout Industry Forum 
January 18th, 1:30-5:00 

Marriott New Orleans 

Moderator: USTFA President Robert Nahodil  
 

 

 Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) Overview - Dr. Barbara Rasco, Washington 

State University 

 

 Traceability in the Seafood Industry - Dr. Glen Bledsoe, Washington State University                                    

 

 National Effluent Rule - Gary Fornshell, University of Idaho Extension and Dr. Jeff 

Hinshaw, North Carolina State University.     

 

 Trout Culture as a Post-Mining Land Use in West Virginia- A Case Study -  Daniel 

J. Miller, Dr. Kenneth Semmens, and Gerard D’Souza, West Virginia University 

 

 The Impact of Feeding Strategy, Dietary Phosphorous and Varying Protein/Fat 

Contents of Juvenile Rainbow Trout Growth, Performance and Waste Output - Dr. 

Jonathan Eya and Andrea Parsons, West Virginia State University.   

 

 Trout Nutrition: Current Research - Dr. Rick Barrows, USDA-Agricultural Research 

Service, Aberdeen, Idaho. 

  

 Comparison of the Effects of Various Kinds of Zeolites on Growth, Proximate 

Composition, and Waste Output in Juvenile Rainbow Trout - Dr. Jonathan Eya and Andrea 

Parsons, West Virginia State University.   

 

 Microarray Expression Differences in Rainbow Trout Reared on Alternative or 

Commercial Diets - Dr. Ken Overturf, Mike Casten, and Matt Rise, USDA-Agricultural 

Research Service, University of Idaho - Hagerman Fish Culture Experiment Station. 

 

 

 

Need registration information for Aquaculture America 2005?  

Contact the USTFA office for a brochure.  Deadline for early 

registration is December 9.  Register today! 



National Aquatic Animal Health Task Force ï Work Group 4 
(The following is based on the Workgroup 4 Report) 

 

Work Group 4 (disease program standards for salmonids) of the NAAHTF met in Twin Falls prior to the US Trout 

Farmers Association to solicit input from stakeholders and interested parties on the elements of a prevention and 

control program for diseases of national importance for salmonids. The NAAHTF has been charged by the Joint 

Subcommittee on Aquaculture to develop a national aquatic animal health plan the purpose of which is to provide 

safe, efficient, and predictable commerce for aquatic animals; protect farmed and wild aquatic animals from the 

import of foreign animal pests, diseases and their causative agents; meet the United State’s international aquatic 

animal health legal obligations; and ensure the availability of diagnostic and certification services for private, 

public, and tribal aquaculture. Work group 4 is one of several work groups convened by the Task Force to provide 

input on various topics and elements of a national aquatic animal health plan. The work groups are informal in 

structure and are not advisory groups. Reports developed from work group meetings will be used to develop draft 

chapters of the national plan. After approval by the Task Force the draft chapters will be submitted to the Joint 

Subcommittee on Aquaculture and stakeholders for comment. The finalized chapters will then be adopted by the 

Task Force as part of the national aquatic animal health plan. 

  

Members of the Task Force present at the meeting were Kevin Amos (NOAA Fisheries), Marilyn Blair (USFWS), 

and Steve Ellis (USDA/APHIS). Stakeholders present were Ken Cline, Cline Trout Farms; Gary Fornshell, 

University of Idaho Extension; Scott LaPatra, Clear Springs Foods; Sharon MacLean, NOAA-NRC; Randy 

MacMillan, Clear Springs Foods; Peter Merrill, AVMA; Jim Parsons, Troutlodge; Gary Van Ree, Pan Fish USA; 

and Chris Wilson, AFS-FHS. 

 

 Summary of issues to consider for NAAHP (as a result of the work group meeting): 

¶ Suggestion that Piscirickettsia salmonis (rickettsias are small rod-shaped or coccoid gram-negative bacteria 

which can only multiply within cells) be given further consideration due to problems with surveillance and be 

forwarded to research group to address these problems. 

¶ Recommend to JSA to form an interagency group to prioritize research, especially risk assessments, for 

aquatic animal health early in the process of developing the NAAHP.  Specific needs should be identified to focus 

the research, and an industry review panel should be considered as is currently done in the Regional Aquaculture 

Centers (RACs).  Additionally, the needs of potentially growing industries and tomorrow’s pathogens should be 

addressed. 

¶ Specify European strain of viral hemorrhagic septicemia virus on exotic reportable aquatic animal diseases list 

for the U.S. 

¶ Strive for interstate transport regulation consistency where scientifically justified. 

¶ Incentives needed for producers to participate in the NAAHP. 

¶ Processing plants should be included within positive zones for pathogens. 

¶ Appropriate uses of the terms “disease” and “pathogen” are important. 

¶ Criteria are needed for determining whether a specific pathogen or disease is eradicable. 

¶ Quarantine and indemnification schemes should be flexible. 

Emergency action plans should be developed with coordination between the producer, State, and Federal levels.  

Participation in local State Animal Response and County Animal Response Teams should be encouraged in 

developing emergency plans. 

 

The USDA APHIS Infectious Salmon Anemia Program (the following highlights how the federal government, 

state of Maine, and Maine’s salmon industry responded to ISA, an exotic pathogen currently known to exist in the 

U.S. only in Maine)  

 

     The USDA APHIS Infectious Salmon Anemia program was the first of its kind in the US aquaculture industry. 

It came about in response to the ISA outbreak that first appeared in farmed Atlantic salmon on New Brunswick 

marine farm sites in the late 1990’s, and quickly spread to neighboring sites in down eastern Maine.  By December 

2001, Maine’s salmon industry, through pressure by its Congressional delegation, veterinary and agricultural 

organizations and our state of Maine counterparts, convinced USDA to commit to a voluntary control program 



against this economically devastating disease.  Earlier that year, a small group of Maine-based industry, state and 

federal fish health professionals had drafted a set of ISA standards in anticipation of the need for such an action 

plan.   These standards were based on the science developed in New Brunswick and Norway, and their experiences 

in combating ISA.  With standards drafted, a partnership between USDA APHIS and the Maine Department of 

Marine Resources (DMR) forged, a small team of fish biologists hired and the unanimous go-ahead from the 

industry in place, the program was implemented in January ’02.  One million sick and dead fish had already been 

removed prior to the program’s onset, and almost all remaining sites in Cobscook Bay were seriously affected.   

These conditions led to the radical decision to immediately depopulate all salmon in the bay, thoroughly clean and 

disinfect nets, cages and equipment, fallow all sites for over 3 months and start fresh with staggered stocking 

between year classes at lowered stocking densities the following spring.  Stocking zone and density parameters 

were driven by industry input.  Each step in the process was discussed with site managers in advance, and trial and 

error within the broad scope of the standards was generally very effective.  Over 1.5 million fish were removed and 

destroyed in 2 weeks time, using primarily rendering and occasionally composting to dispose of infected carcasses 

and materials.  Cleaning was achieved by 2500 psi. power-washing and steam was used for disinfection.  Nets 

were removed in closed containment and treated at land-based net treatment facilities. 

    Compensation, which was critical to assure industry support and survival, was paid for destroyed fish and costs 

associated with the cleaning and disinfection of nets and cages.  Policies for calculating indemnity were negotiated 

and announced in advance.  Other program components included:  surveillance, testing, disease reporting and 

disease control (biosecurity).  USDA relied on its state partner DMR for mandatory surveillance, quarantine, 

enforcement and vessel control authority.  Surveillance of all salmon sites in Maine is required at least monthly, 

and is done by a licensed accredited veterinarian.  Sampling of moribund or fresh mortalities is a critical part of the 

surveillance process.  All samples are sent to a contract USDA APHIS-approved laboratory, and the reporting 

process is clearly described by DMR rule.  Positive test results, together with supporting data like epidemiology, 

gross pathology, elevated mortality and input from company veterinarians are used to determine courses of action, 

as broadly specified in the standards.  A small ISA technical committee, made up equally of industry and 

regulatory fish health professionals, guides the ISA program veterinarian on novel, contentious, confusing and 

other unresolved issues.  Biosecurity audits are performed regularly on marine sites, processors and vessels 

associated with the salmon industry.  All sites are required to participate in an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

plan for the effective control of sea lice. 

     The program has been variably effective in controlling the disease caused by ISA virus.  On sites where virus 

has appeared since 2003, surveillance has quickly identified troublesome cages, and harvest has been targeted to 

head off new infection before viral replication and fish mortality ruin farmers’ chances for economic success.  The 

political, legal, adverse weather and world market factors present in Maine have made economic success a very 

complex concept.  The ISA program is only one factor, but must remain flexible and adaptable to new science, 

changing market-imposed husbandry demands, and to the influences referred to above.  The ISA technical 

committee will meet soon to discuss amendments to the plan to keep it current and effective.  Finally, because the 

Maine industry is so intricately linked to its New Brunswick neighbors by common owners, markets, tides and 

weather, communication and program coordination by farmers and regulators alike are extremely critical to the 

ISA plan’s success and the salmon industry’s survival. 

 

For further information including the entire work group 4 report go to: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/aqua/

naah_plan.html 

  

National Animal Identification System 

 
 The purpose of the USDA National Animal Identification System (NAIS) is to help standardize animal 

identification at the national level for disease eradication with a 48 hour track back.  Many animals are 

already identified through branding, eartags, tattoos, etc. and the methods vary from state to state.  

USDA has been working with the aquaculture industry to assess a system for aquaculture.  A special 

session has been planned for producers at the Aquaculture America 2005 conference in New Orleans.  

The session will be held on Tuesday, January 18 from 3:30-5:00pm.   

More information can be accessed at <www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/issues/nais/nais.html> and at 

<www.usaha.org> 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/aqua/naah_plan.html
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/aqua/naah_plan.html
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